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}  Special Needs Parents Association exists to support all parents of persons
with special needs and disabilities irrespective of age or diagnosis, by
promoting on a national level, improved treatment, education, welfare and
acceptance for our children

} Set up early in 2010 by likeminded parents from all over Ireland who realised
that there was a need for a national organisation to represent the views of all
parents of persons with special needs and disabilities, regardless of their
diagnosis or age.

}  The Association has a network of Parent Liaisons across Ireland offering  local

peer support and information to parents, and to liaise with local groups and
services.
;  On a national level the Association aims to represent parents who feel
strongly about their childrends access to

to society in general.
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A Deferment of the allocation of SNA supports for junior infant
pupils with challenging behaviour.

A Increasing use of ambiguous shared access to SNA support to
replace individual access.

A A sense of frustration at an allocation process that keeps parents
at a distance, which in turn leads to confusion and uncertainty.

ASchools |imiting attendance on O6Heal

AAnger and fear that childds potenti a
with reduced access to educational supports.




A Documented regression and depression/anxiety in some children with
reduced supports.

A Lack of communication with SENO and breakdown of communication
with school management.

A Lack of independent appeals process for schools and parents forcing
parents to turn to TDO0s and media for

AFear that c¢child is no | onger O6safef6 i
during yard times where shared access is concerned and bullying may
be a factor.

A Timing of allocation process. Adequate resources not always in place
Qr start of term.
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:.’ Common Factors Leading to Disputes

1 Miscommunication and breakdown of relationship between
school and parent.

} Misconception by both schools and parents as to the role and
responsibilities of an SNA and criteria for allocation.

1+ Lack of oral or formal written communication between SENO and
parents during review and allocation process.

1+ Refusal of educator to initiate an Individual Educational Plan (IEP).
} Recommended all ocations appearing

1+ Psychological regression, signs of neglect and increase in
reported O0incidentsd on school pr el

1 Marked variation of supports between primary and secondary
levels
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Budgetary Proposals

U We are seeking a commitment that the capped allocation level for
SNAs and Resource Teachers for 2011 is maintained and is not
reduced further in the lifetime of this Government.

U We are seeking a commitment that the numbers of Educational
Psychologists employed by the National Educational Psychology
Service (NEPS) will not be reduced in the lifetime of this Government
and not be subject to staffing embargoes until such time as the levels
employed service the demand for assessments.

U We are seeking a commitment that the numbers of SENOs employed
by the NCSE not be subject to any moratorium on replacing staff.

A% ;
O




el Policy Development

special needs parents
association

1. EPSEN Act 2004 0 statutory rights to children in relation to
assessment of need, individual education plan and the right to make
appeals.

The latter need might be most expeditiously met by extending the remit
of the Disability Appeals Officer to include special education (up to and
including third level education) or by extending the remit of the

Ombudsman for Children to the operations of the NCSE.
NB. Impact of ratifying the UN Convention on the Rights of People with
Disabilities
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2. Inclusion - The policy concerning the provision of SNAs was, and
continues to be, based on the assumption that inclusiveness in
mainstream educational settings is the only desired outcome for
children with special educational needs

O/t Is important to remember that inclusive education Is not just about the
particular school or class a child attends. It is also about what goes on in
that school or class. Inclusive education means encouraging each child to
lake part in the everyday activity of the school, and helping every child to
achieve the most from school. Inclusive education means ensuring that the
system adjusts to meet chil drenbs needs,
OFfi7 t 6 7 nt o NCBER01% yst emo.

Anecdotal evidence from parents suggests that the current system and
curriculum in mainstream schools does not yet have the capacity to support
this vision in the absence of adequate teacher training, increased
pupil/teacher ratio, management skills and the vacuum left after
educational supports have been withdrawn which can be compounded by
lack of support services such OT, SLT, physio and Psychology.
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Policy Development

3. Access to further and higher education.

A proactive response from the Department of Education & Skills is

necessary to meet the impact of developments at second level with

regard to students with High Functioni
Syndrome who will create a greater demand for access to further

education and higher education colleges. Specific interventions and

supports will be needed to facilitate this demand in 2/3 years e.g.

access training and social skills programmes.

Pupils with a particular aptitude in computer programming skills

and web development, but a lack of social skills which may prevent
them from participation in a college environment need a means to
harness their skills via specific supports that may necessitate the
provision of long distance learning programmes.
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The NCSE has now issued an information booklet in recognition of the lack of
information available to parents, educators and professionals and thisisa
yveJIcome2 ij{)llcatlon which addresses many of our proposals to Minister Quinn
in June :

B 2.1. Clarification of the obligations of parents and schools to satisfy the information
rec_1uweme_nts of the NCSE and DES in order to provide appropriate supports for
children with special needs.

B 262. Cltarifications of the role and responsibilities of an SNA for both parents and
educators.

B 2.3. Clarification of the role and responsibilities of a SENO and the processes involved
in reviews and allocations of resources.

B 2.4. Clarification of the appeals process in the event a parent being unhappy with a
decision in relation to either enrolment, being refused on the grounds of insufficient
resources, or an allocation of resources.

B 2.5. Explanation of the different processes of support resource allocations in_ _
mertllns}ream schools, special classes (ASD units) in mainstream schools and in special
schools .

The NCSE have now proposed to host information events for parents ,
educators and professional around the country to address the deficit in
information with regards to special educational supports.
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Clarification of how communications between SENQOs, schools

and parents can be conducted during the various stages of the
allocation process and subsequent to enrolment e.g. a

requirement on the schools to copy all communications from the
NCSE and the school to the parents of the child concerned . No
documentation currently exists to meet this need and the NCSE

will now review their documentation to potentially address this.

Revisit (and standardise) the methodology employed by SENOSs in
their assessment of a child to avoid disparity in decision making
process between regions.

Simplify the paperwork required by SENOs in relation to the
provision of school transport.

Expedite the coordination of the assessment of need process for
both care and educational needs of children, prior to their
commencing school, at both inter departmental and local levels.
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